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losses of wheat in transit, such as had sometimes taken
place, occurred.

We decided to send them a special allotment of
an extra 25,000 tons of wheat.

In the case of France there is, of course, no doubt
that the deadly drain of the War upon its man-power
left it very short-handed for the tilling of
French food fa geids. In August, 1918, the French
remarkable went to the length of sending over to
Ireland to recruit Irish labourers for work
on the land. Yet bearing in mind that nearly half
the population of France, and two-thirds that of
Italy, obtained their livelihood on the land, as
compared with less than a tenth of the population
in this country, and that their populations were
very much smaller in relation to their agricultural
acreage, it is remarkable that we had for the last
year of the War to undertake the responsibility of
feeding them both. The French and the Italians
had not taken the measures adopted here to increase
their mechanical powers and their stocks of fertilisers.

Beyond any question, our food organisation both
for increasing the yield of our own soil, and for
n . , limiting and economically distributing to
organisation our own people the available food-stuffs,
superior to was superior to that set up by any of the
that of other combatant countries.

igerens ^ ^^ combined measures we took to
increase the home production of food whilst restricting
consumption beyond the limit of strict necessity, we
reached the end of the War without enduring the
privations that broke the spirit of other equally brave
nations engaged in the struggle. We were able
not only to feed ourselves but to help in conveying
food for our Allies. The last and most trying year